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Scene setting
‘ESTA’s aim is to advance education by encouraging and supporting the teaching of Earth sciences at all levels, whether as a single subject such as Geology, or as part of Science or Geography or other courses’
‘One of CHUGD’s functions is to provide a channel of communication and operational liaison between the university geoscience community and professional bodies such as … the Earth Science Teachers Association’
In practice, ESTA has failed to deliver much of substance at HE level and CHUGD scarcely registers on the ESTA radar. 
ESTA’s perception of the HE situation
Most university Earth-science departments are driven by research priorities (e.g. RAE in 2008) rather than undergraduate teaching. Traditionally, less credit has been given to success and excellence in teaching than in research, where indices for measuring quality are far better developed. 

The current shift towards recognising that promotion can be achieved by demonstrating a threshold level of competence in teaching, research and administration, plus excellence in one of research, teaching and ‘third-mission activities’ may help to redress the balance.

Unlike schools, universities set their own curriculum and, in many cases, are responsible for their own assessment. Thus there is less need or incentive to share best practice and resources. There remains a strong element of competition between some Earth-science Departments that further discourages close co-operation.

What could ESTA do?
· Provide a forum for university lecturers to share ideas for teaching approaches and methods at undergraduate level. However, we believe that this role is fulfilled by the Higher Education Academy Subject Centre for Geography, Earth and Environmental Sciences.
· Provide a forum for university lecturers to share ideas for teaching approaches and methods with A-Level teachers, whilst understanding the constraints of the A-Level syllabus. 
· Provide a forum for Departmental Schools Liaison Officers to learn about recent and proposed developments in schools (e.g. curriculum changes in A-level Geology and Environmental Science) and to impart current information about learning and career opportunities at their institution. 
Does CHUGD see a role for ESTA?
· Popularising A-level Geology in schools?
· Encouraging able students to read Geology at University?
· Introducing teachers to Earth-science departments via the ESTA Annual Conference?
Does ESTA see a role for CHUGD?
· Networking with the wider community of Earth science education through ESEF (E&W) and SESEF.
· Liaising with school Career Advisers in order to raise their level of understanding about the importance of Earth science-related careers.
· Supporting local schools by supplying apparatus, speakers, access to facilities etc.
· Supporting ESTA by providing conference venues and showcasing leading-edge Earth science to influential teachers.

